THE   COUP  D'ETAT

being Councillor for National Defence, but I explained
that I was against this, in the first place because I am
anti-militarist (in the precise sense of the word) and also
because I did not wish that what I was doing out of
loyalty to the people should be interpreted as personal
ambition.

I told the members of the Council that I thought Sefior
Besteiro should be President as well as Home Secretary.
They accepted this, but Senor Besteiro himself, for reasons
which he had already explained to me, and which up to
a certain point I considered valid, blankly refused to
accept the position and said that I should do so, because
the only lawful thing at that moment was military power,
since we were living under martial law, and since the
President of the Republic had irrevocably resigned. In
these circumstances I accepted the Presidency of the
Council, as well as responsibility for National Defence.
I did this in order to avoid complications and the post-
ponement of the coup d'etat, but as we shall see later, five
hours after the new Council was formed I found a more
legal and correct way of carrying out my wishes (by
nominating General Miaja President of the Council.)

We then read in Council the Manifesto which, according
to a plan already agreed upon, was going to be broadcast
at ten o'clock.

It was not possible to arrange the broadcast at that time
because the troops who were to protect vital centres such
as the Ministry of the Interior, the General Direction of
Security, the Military Command of Madrid, the Bank of
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